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[image: image1]How to Choose an Immigration Attorney/Lawyer or Accredited Representative
Most people use the words “attorney” or “lawyer” to mean the same thing.  Most people use “lawyer” in conversation.  Technically, an attorney has passed the Bar Examination, but a lawyer has not. 
Choosing a Lawyer or Accredited Representative
1. Immigration law is very specialized and complicated.  Choose someone who specializes in immigration law: You would not pick a psychiatrist to do heart surgery! Some immigration attorneys or representatives do not do Immigration Court cases.
a. The State Bar of Michigan regulates the practice of law in Michigan. Their lawyer referral phone is: (800) 968- 0768. Valuable information on law in Michigan is available at http://www.michbar.org.
b. An attorney can represent for immigration law, but not all know immigration law. You can find a list of immigration attorneys at the American Immigration Lawyers Association website: http://www.ailalawyer.com.
c. An Accredited Representative can also represent in immigration law (but only in immigration, not other  areas of law), but they must work at a recognized agency, and they charge a nominal fee.  A list of these agencies is available at http://www.justice.gov/eoir/statspub/raroster_files/raroster_orgs_reps_state_city.htm#MICHIGAN.
d. A list of accredited representatives is available at http://www.justice.gov/eoir/statspub/raroster_files/raroster_reps.htm.
e. An attorney/accredited representative can tell you what their educational background and experience is: they can show you their degree or accreditation.  You can check with the State Bar Association or Board of Immigration Appeals if there are any complaints against them.
f. Notarios and consultants CANNOT represent/and should NOT assist you in immigration law.
  A translator should not fill out your immigration papers.  A translator should sign what is translated.
2. Many attorneys will charge you a small fee for a consultation. You pay for their time and for the review of your case. You do not have to hire them. You can consult several different attorneys/agencies.
3. You do not have to use an attorney or accredited representative or anyone to assist you. However, if you want someone to represent you, choose only one person. 
Hiring Your Lawyer: What to Expect
4. When you  hire an attorney:
a. The attorney should tell you if you will pay by the hour or a flat fee for the service.
b. The attorney should be able to tell you the costs for applications, mailing fees, photos, etc.
c. The attorney should tell you generally the chances your case will succeed, how difficult your case is, how long your case should take, etc.  But, no one can guarantee you that your case will be granted!
d. Ask the attorney if you will work with him/her or a paralegal, assistant, etc..
e. Ask the attorney if you will be able to call him/her (a reasonable number of times).
f. Ask the attorney if you will get copies of the work/applications done and submitted for you. 

If you decide to hire an Accredited Representative, you can receive this same information.
5. Your attorney or accredited representative should be honest and respectful. You should feel comfortable in his/her treatment of you and the handling of your case. You should be able to trust your attorney/accredited representative.
6. Your attorney or accredited representative should 
a. be competent/knowledgeable about the law, your type of case, how to proceed.  
b. Ask if he/she has handled this type of case before.  
c. Be sure to ask what they will do for you: will he/she go to an interview or court; will he/she appeal, etc.?
7. Your attorney or accredited representative should give you a written receipt for any money you pay.

Firing/Discharging
8. You can discharge or “fire” your attorney or accredited representative if you are dissatisfied.  

a. If you discharge your attorney or accredited representative, remember to notify “Immigration”.

b. Remember that there might be several different Immigration branches/agencies and the Immigration Court.  You must notify each one.
c. If you discharge your attorney/accredited representative, remember that your immigration case will now be your responsibility! Immigration law is administrative and procedural: if you miss just 1 step or notifying 1 office in the process, you can have very big problems!  This is why we recommend you get an attorney or representative.
General Cautions/Problems
9. You should never sign blank forms for someone else to fill in for you. You are responsible for making sure everything on your immigration application is correct and true. Your lawyer will not be deported, but you could be!
10. Do not choose an attorney/accredited representative just because they speak your language: better to get a translator.
11. Don’t leave your original documents with anyone!  A good practitioner should make copies & return the originals to you.
12. Remember no one can “guarantee” your case or promise you special results!  No one has “special” relationships  with the Immigration services. Don’t believe false promises!
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